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QUOTE 


It is the religious view that each individual encapsulates some portion of the divine, and thus there is a 
sacredness about him. The sacredness of the person is translated into politics as his “rights,” which are, as 
the Declaration puts it, endowed by the Creator. Abandon the idea of a Creator, regard the human being as 
just another by-product of natural and social forces, and he has no more “rights” than any other facet of 
nature. The State will of course protect him along with other forms of wildlife, and otherwise use him for 
its own ends when necessary. And so will psychologists like B. F. Skinner, who informs us that “the issue of 
personal freedom must not be allowed to interfere with a scientific analysis of human behavior.” 


Opitz, E. A. 1978. The uses of reason in religion. Imprimis 7(2):5. Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, MI. 
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